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+ __________________________________________________________+

++++++

A NEW Web address

     SLTP Has a new home page address.  We can now be found at:

www.sltp.info

       The site has all the info on what's what and who's who and there are applications as
well as thorough explanations.
+++++

A Spring Conference

       The Administrative Board and the LI staff recently voted to host an SLTP Spring
Conference.  All of the details are being worked out, but initial plans call for the conference
to focus on community service and to be held at Nichols on a Sunday in April.
+++++

Summer Enrollment

       Applications for SLTP are at an all time high for this time of year.  Most affected are the
ALC's.  
       Session One's ALC has only 8 vacancies remaining.
       Get your calendar out, check the dates you have available and then get your application
in . . .
+++++

A new video program

       Next month during the SLTP Staff Conference, SLTP will film a brand new instructional
video - Energize me some more!  The new video will feature 20 popular energizers and will
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be available shortly after the conference.
+++++
       The dollowing story was recently forwarded to us from a whole lot of folks suggesting
that we should share it with the SLTP family.

**        MY BRUSH WITH HISTORY   by  Richard M. Gardella

     Early in the second month of 1953, I was summoned from study hall at White Plains
High School.   A college football coach wanted to see me.
     Such recruiting visits were common place because the school's football team had not
lost a game during my three years there.  Our quarterback, the high school coach's son,
was chosen as a high school All-American in his senior year.  I played center and received
my share of recruiting attention as a result of that reflected glory.  One head coach, whose
undefeated 1952 team was ranked number one, had offered to put me through a Baltimore 
law school if I would play for him.  (I didn't accept the offer and learned only years later that
the law school was not accredited.)
     However, the coach I was summoned from study hall to meet that day in 1953 was
different.  He was not a head coach, and his team was a long way from a number-one
ranking.  The U.S. Military Academy at West Point (Army), where he was an assistant, had
Columbia and Penn on its football schedule, and its team was not the powerhouse it had 
been in the forties.
     But the coach I met that day was different in more important ways.
Although he was obviously interested in me, he made no easy pledges of future help.  Nor
did he sugarcoat what West Point had to offer, or what it required.  First and foremost, he
told me, you were in the Army, and basic training was your initial obligation.  Football would
have to come later.
     That coach, with thick glasses and black, curly hair, stood out over 
the years in my memory even though I soon forgot his name.  He was the most honest
person I met during that recruiting period.  I had encountered a man of character, and even
the obtuseness of adolescence could not hide that fact from me.
     I took almost 30 years for me to realize who it was I had met that 
day.  The revelation came by accident, and in some ways it was disturbing.
     While watching a football game on television with my brother-in-law at my mother's
house, I told him about a kind letter I had received from the coach at  USC when I sought a
college transfer back in the fifties.  In an effort to produce the letter, I searched a desk
containing old correspondence;  I never found the USC letter, but I stumbled on one from
that Army assistant coach written days after our interview, inviting me to visit West Point.
     The signature at the bottom was strong, careful (each letter  was
legible), and familiar:
                 VINCENT T. LOMBARDI
                 ASST. FOOTBALL COACH
     My 1953 interviewer was a football legend!  He was the coach who led the fabled Green
Bay Packers of the 1960s to victory in the first two Super Bowls, a man whose name had 
become synonymous with winning football.  I was impressed that I had harbored such a
vivid memory of him without reference to his celebrity.  The letter, discovered more than a
decade after Coach Lombardi's death, now hangs proudly in my offices.
     But there were two troubling aspects to the discovery.
     First, I could find no evidence that I ever answered the letter or its
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invitation.  The ignorance of youth cannot be used to excuse that 
discourtesy.
     Second, my memory of him did not seem to jibe with his celebrity 
image. The barrel-chested, gap-toothed martinet who prowled the sideline in a camel's-hair 
coat could not have been the same thoughtful person who had interviewed me in 1953-- a 
man who seemed more like a careful math teacher than a football coach.  That person
would not have believed that "winning isn't everything, it's the only thing"-- the quote 
famously associated with Lombardi.
     While I could do nothing to dispel the first troubling aspect of my
discovery, I was able to do something about the second.  My pastor at the time, the late
Msgr. Joseph _P. Moore, had served as a West Point chaplain when Lombardi was there 
and knew him well.  The coach had regularly attended 6:30 A.M. mass and had been a
handball competitor of the priest.    Monsignor Moore assured me that my memory was
more accurate that the popular image.  The coach had been a multifaceted person of high
moral and ethical standards, he was a man of character who knew there was more to life 
than winning.
     This experience of discovery taught me important lessons about the
difference between celebrity and character.  It taught me not to take
someone's image as a definition of the whole person, and it taught me to pay attention to 
everyone I meet, because you never know where you will find the strength of character that 
inspire.
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The 2002 SLTP Conference Schedule
at 

Nichols College in Dudley, Massachusetts
Where leaders learn HOW to make a difference!

The Differencemaker Showcase - April____
LTC's - - July 9 - 13;  July 23 - 27;  July 30 - Aug 3; Aug 6 - 10

ALC's - - July 10 - 13;  July 31 - Aug 3; Aug 7 - 10
Collegiate Initiative - - January 12

Officer Training Seminar - - July 1 - 2
Adviser Certification - - July 31 - Aug 3

The ReEnergizer Conference - Saturday, November 30

www.sltp.info




